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First hip-hop album on YouTube
The Revd Kiran Lotay, 36, of Triangle Church on Triangle
Estate, Ipswich, has been interested in music and
spoken word poetry since he was young, and already
has two self-released EPs and a mixtape published on his
YouTube channel.  Following a £1,500 grant from the
Diocesan Growth Fund, Kiran has recorded a new hip-
hop album.  The funding enabled Kiran to pay for the
licensing and recording of the album.  Kiran says "The

studio sessions were a fantastic success in that I was able to work with the engineer at
South Street studios effectively to produce the album".

Kiran, who grew up in Wembley in London, said he wanted his new album “Recovery” to
open conversations about the issues young people face.  “One of the things I love most
about poetry and rap music is how you can compress meaning and express complex ideas
in just one or two lines," he said.  “The music I make looks to speak to the experience of
the young people I’m working with, as well as my own journey and spirituality. The album
covers topics including trauma, healing, spiritual growth and how the local community can
help support people through it. I want people to be able to engage with my music and for
it to help people talk about things they find difficult to talk about.”

To find out more, listen to Kiran talk about the music and for a link to the album please
click here.

Growth Fund Opportunities: 

The Diocesan Growth Fund offers grants of up to £1,500 to churches to support them in
implementing their Plans for Growth.  Parishes are using this funding in all sorts of creative
ways to take forward mission in their local communities.  We’d love to receive applications
from more churches, especially those who haven’t applied before. To find out more about
the Growth Fund visit our website here.

Installation of the Archdeacon of Ipswich and the Diocesan Registrar

The Installation of the Venerable Samantha Brazier-Gibbs as Archdeacon of Ipswich and
Kevin Wilson as Diocesan Registrar will be held during the 3.30pm Choral Evensong on
Sunday 20 July at St Edmundsbury Cathedral. All are warmly invited to attend.  
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Newly Commissioned Church Army Evangelist
We are delighted that Tracey Needham, who is currently working at St
John's Church in Ipswich as a Licensed Evangelist, will be admitted and
commissioned this Saturday with the Church Army at Sheffield Cathedral.
Tracey is one of nine candidates who will be admitted into the Office of
Evangelists under the authority of the Archbishops of Canterbury and
York.  To find out more please visit the Church Army website here.  If
you are interested in exploring a vocation to evangelism or pioneering

please email our Diocesan Lead Evangelist: Gail Southgate. 

National Safeguarding Audit

The audit for the Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich has begun with evidence
gathering from the last 12 months. This must be submitted to INEQE by 6 August 2025.
INEQE will then visit the Diocese in the Autumn to carry out in-person interviews.  Can you
help us with the audit?
 
As part of the collection of evidence INEQE has requested that we ask people to complete
a survey with their views on safeguarding in the Diocese. The surveys are anonymous and
will only be seen by the auditors. A summary of findings will be included in the final report.
There are several surveys to represent the diverse groups of people across the Diocese.
Please complete any which you feel are applicable to you, the link below will take you to
the surveys, where you can choose the one(s) relevant to you.  All surveys need to be
submitted by 6 August 2025.
  
Survey link: https://ineqe.com/churchofengland/edmunsbury-and-ipswich/

Events

Churchwardens’ Training 2025
Tuesday 5 August | 7.00pm | St Peter’s Church, Stoke Park Drive, Ipswich
Thursday 7 August | 7.00pm | St Luke's Church, Rigbourne Hill, Beccles NR34 9JQ
Monday 11 August | 7.00pm | Cockfield Village Hall, Church Lane, IP30 0LA

These training sessions are aimed at all churchwardens, whether you are new or have
been in post for some time. The session covers churchwardens’ tasks and legal
responsibilities, issues about building maintenance and faculties and many other related
issues.

Events will be led by the Archdeacon with contributions from the Diocesan Registrar. There
is an opportunity for questions and to meet your fellow churchwardens. There are sessions
in each archdeaconry and you are welcome to attend the most convenient session, even if
outside your archdeaconry.  Please book here.

Eco Day 
Saturday 30 August, 2.00pm | St Mary's Church, Parish Room, Great Blakenham IP6 0LN
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St Mary's Church, Great Blakenham has recently achieved an Eco Church Silver Award and
in the wake of this, church members are organising an Eco information day to inspire
others with ideas to help the environment and the planet. There will be stalls with Eco
information and products. Details from wendyatstmaryschurch@gmail.com. All are
welcome.

Church of England Talk Series
All starting at 7.30pm | Ipswich Minster IP1 3BN or on YouTube here

Join this new talk series offering a blend of established and emerging theologians, writers
and commentators, all exploring what a good Church of England should look like for the
nation it seeks to serves.

Wednesday 3 September | The Revd Canon Prof James Walters, London School of
Economics | A Nation in Crisis
Thursday 11 September | The Revd Dr Kirsty Northwick, University of Oxford | The
Academy and the Pursuit of Knowledge
Thursday 25 September | Fr Dragos Herescu, Cambridge Institute for Orthodox Christian
Studies | Ecumenism: a perspective from the Orthodox Church
Wednesday 15 October | The Revd Dr James Hawkey, Canon Thologian of Westminster
Abby | The English Constitution
Wednesday 12 November | Miriam Lorie, Rabbi of Kehillat Nashira | A perspective from
Judaism
Wednesday 26 November | The Revd Kiran Lotay, Mission Priest | Urban Estates

There will be a Q&A session after the talk and for those attending the Minster
refreshments will be served. All welcome, no booking required. To find out more please
visit Ipswich Minster on Facebook here.  

Grandparents' Day -  ‘What does it take to be a Grandparent of Faith?’
Saturday 6 September, doors open 10.00am for a 10.30am start – 2.30pm | Fressingfield
Baptist Church, Fressingfield IP21 5RU

This event is organised by the Mothers’ Union with the diocesan Growing Younger team
and is open to everyone. The day is designed to bring together grandparents and honorary
grandparents of faith (from little faith to strong faith) and of any denomination. So that
through a programme which includes worship, key speakers and small group workshops,
participants will feel supported, encouraged and affirmed as a spiritual influencer to their
grandchildren.  Tickets are free and available here.

Digital Surgeries 

Join members of the Parish Resources Team to find out more about enhancing the digital
giving presence in your parish. Come along and have a one-to-one session with one of our
Giving Advisors to find out about purchasing or borrowing a contactless device, setting up
online giving (including QR codes), get your contactless device repaired or updated with
new campaigns, and finding out how to have an effective online giving presence on your
ACNY or website pages. For more information email Emma Denton or Emma Rowlinson,
Diocesan Giving Advisors. 
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Thursday 11 September – Beccles, St Michael’s from 10.00am - 12.00pm and 2.00pm -
4.00pm | Book here
Wednesday 5 November - Diocesan Office, 4 Cutler Street, Ipswich from 2.00pm -
4.00pm | Book here
Tuesday 18 November – St Edmundsbury Cathedral from 10.00am - 12.00pm and 2.00pm
- 4.00pm | Book here

Suffolk Churches Ride and Stride - Saturday 13 September
Walkers, cyclists, runners and vintage or classic car
owners are invited to sign up to join others who love
Suffolk and history at the annual September event,
organised by Suffolk Historic Churches Trust

(SHCT).  Last year, the day’s fundraising raised £200,000 and, from the proceeds, the
SHCT gave grants to Suffolk’s historic churches, chapels and meeting houses who need to
make urgent repairs or improvements to their buildings.  Sponsor forms are now available
in Suffolk churches and from the Trust. Full details are available on their
website: www.shct.org.uk. Car owners should email pedalanddrive@gmail.com.  Donations
and sponsorship can also be collected via Just Giving.  We look forward to a great day of
fundraising!

Living the Story- Exploring Our Vocation Together
Tuesday 23 September, 7.00pm - 8.30pm | Earl Stonham Village Hall, Stowmarket IP14
5HJ

The first of four free in-person sessions exploring God’s
call on our lives to love and serve him.  Each session will
be rooted in the scriptures and some of the topics we’ll
be thinking about are: How does God call? Who does
God call? How does God speak to us? and How do we
listen to God?

The course will be led by the Ven Vanessa Herrick and
our Diocesan Director of Ordinands the Revd Canon Stuart Batten, and is intended for
everyone – whatever stage of the vocation journey you are at. 

The sessions are all on Tuesdays from 7.00 – 8.30pm on 23 September, 30 September, 14
October and 4 November. To book please visit Insight here,

LoveRural - National Rural Mission Conference 2025
Monday 22 September, 11.30am and Tuesday 23 September, 3.00pm | St Edmundsbury
Cathedral, Bury St Edmunds IP33 1LS

Join the Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich for this
national gathering to thank God for the ways in which he
is making new disciples in rural contexts and reflect on
key learning. This event will bring together senior leaders,
pioneers, rural resource church leaders and other
partners. We will share learnings from rural Strategic
Development Funded (SDF) projects, including Suffolk’s

“Growing in God in the Countryside” and the national “Rural Resourcing Church Learning
Community”. There will be opportunities to connect and pray with others and explore
developments in rural mission. To book please click here.
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Line Management Skills for Incumbents
Wednesday 15 October, 10.00am | The Sanctuary, Diocesan Office, Ipswich IP1 1UQ

A training day exploring good people management practice for incumbents who manage
employees such as administrators, children’s and families’ workers, youth workers, and
others. Led by the Diocese’s People Director, Penny Longford, and Diocesan Mission
Enabler, the Revd Katie de Bourcier, it will explore good practice and employment law to
help you manage people well so that they flourish in their roles and contribute to the life
and growth of their parish(es). Only 20 spaces are available, to book click here.  Please
ensure you are logged into Insight to book this session.   For further information please
contact Vanessa Kidd, vanessa.kidd@cofesuffolk.org or call 07394 568406.

Chaplaincy Day
Tuesday 21 October, 9.30am to 3.30pm | Kesgrave - see Insight for address

We are holding a Chaplains’ Gathering for chaplains in
service across Suffolk in all sectors – a fantastic
opportunity to network with others.  The keynote
speaker will be The Revd Canon (Sqn Ldr) Matt Buchan,
Station Chaplin at RAF Marham. Other chaplains and
diocesan staff will also be providing input.

Registration begins at 9.30am when you will be
welcomed with coffee, then the first session will begin at
10.00am. A light lunch will be provided.  Please sign up

here and share this link with your chaplaincy team so they can register and join us too.

Understanding Shame Workshop
Friday 3 October 2025, 9.00am - 4.00pm | St Andrew’s Church Hall, Rushmere St Andrew,
Ipswich IP5 1DH

This workshop will offer a safe and confidential space to explore and learn about the
subject of shame and will give you the opportunity to build resilience against this powerful
emotion. Giving you the opportunity to work individually and together, this workshop will
help you better support the people you work with and care for and will offer a time for
personal development and growth.  Should you require further information please
email Inspire on contact@inspirecounselling.org.uk.

Homelessness Sunday 
Sunday 5 October - SAVE THE DATE

Could you join in with Homelessness Sunday held on World Homeless Day - an educational
and awareness day encouraging churches and community groups to think about what they
could do to alleviate homelessness in their communities.  The theme this year is 'Love Thy
Neighbour' and a full pack of resources will be available alongside a pre-recorded service
on the Church of England online service channel. Further information will be available
here.

Understanding and Working with Relationships and Family Dynamics
Friday 28 November 2025, 9.00am - 4.00pm | St Andrew’s Church Hall, Rushmere
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St Andrew, Ipswich IP5 1DH

The day will be interactive and experiential, exploring approaches to understanding the
human need for relationships and the powerful unconscious dynamics that occur within
families, working with divorce/separation and working with endings. Should you require
further information please email Inspire on contact@inspirecounselling.org.uk.

Community Events

Song Circle Summer Concert 2025
Saturday 19 July, 5.00pm | All Saints Church, The Street, Lawshall, Bury St
Edmunds IP29 4PA

The combined voices of the Song Circle ladies' choir come together to share beautiful
harmonies in this most spectacular setting. Songs from the shows, classical works and the
odd vintage pop song will reverberate in three part harmony in this almost cathedral-like
space with its stunning medieval stained glass windows.  Tickets are £5.50 and available
here and children are admitted free.  PLEASE NOTE THE NEW VENUE.

Westleton Wildflower Festival and Craft Fair
Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 July, 12 noon to 5.00pm | St Peter’s Church, Westleton IP17
3BD
 
Come and marvel at the the spectacular wildflower arrangements in the Church. Admire
the flora and fauna in the Churchyard and join in the bug hunts. There will also be craft
and plant stalls, along with refreshments in the Village Hall. Entry is free with donations
welcome to support the church and the Village Hall.

JAMZ Christian Music Festival
Saturday 9 August, 2.00pm-7.00pm | The Severals Sports Pavilion, Newmarket CB8 7BS

All Saints' Church in Newmarket invite you to a day long festival of Christian
music sponsored by Churches Together Newmarket District. Join them for live music, food,
drinks and fun for the whole family!

Tour of Britain Men's cycle race | 2 and 3 September

The Lloyds Tour of Britain Men cycle race will be coming through many of our towns with
about 100 riders flying past a number of our churches.  Towns include Woodbridge,
Southwold, Stowmarket,  Debenham, Eye, Sudbury, Hadleigh, Wickham Market,
Aldeburgh, Saxmundham, Framlingham, Halesworth, Bungay and Beccles.  Follow the
route here.

A Feast of Music
Friday 19 September, 7.30pm | St Mary and St Peter's Church, Barham IP6 0PU

Join the Mothers' Union as they host an evening of music from local musicians.  Be
entertained, eat cake and raise money for the MU. Why not bring a friend along?  For
further information please email: henleymothersunion@gmail.com
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Come and Sing Choral Evensong
Sunday 28 September, from 2.00pm.  The service starts at 5.30pm | St Michael’s Church,
Framlingham IP13 9BJ

Enjoy a singing workshop to learn and practise music by Stanford, Batten, John Reading
and de Victoria.  Copies of the music (for this event only) are available in advance,
together with links to YouTube examples to help you practise at home before the day.  You
are welcome to come to the service only, and hear the music. For more details and a
registration form please email framparish@gmail.com

Notices

Dwelling in the Word:  The passage for September - December 2025 is Isaiah 43:1-7. 
For all the details please visit our website here:

Articles of Enquiry: Each year we ask churchwardens to fill in a short survey about their
church and parish. The survey provides a useful insight into current church life across
Suffolk. The survey is now live for you to complete on the Online Parish Return System
(OPRS) and can be accessed here. If you have any queries completing the survey, please
email statistics@cofesuffolk.org

Return of Parish Finance: Many thanks to all parishes who have submitted their form.
Completing your Return of Parish Finance provides your benefice and our Diocese with
valuable information and data. The results of your efforts are collated by the National
Church and used to report key trends and features of parish financial activity. Returns are
to be submitted on the Online Parish Returns
System: https://parishreturns.churchofengland.org/. If you require login details or any
other assistance regarding the online portal, please contact statistics@cofesuffolk.org by
email. The deadline is now 31 July 2025. Further information is available on our website
here.

Vacancies

Team Vicar | Sole Bay Team | Closing date: TBC
Lead Parish Nurse | Closing date: 25 July
Visitor Experience Manager, Risk, Audit and Review Committee Chair | St Edmundsbury
Cathedral
Mothers’ Union Communication Lead | Closing date: 31 July
Treasurer | All Saints Church, Thorndon | Closing date: 30 November | Please email here
for more information.
Finance Administrator | Inspire Counselling and Training | Please visit their website here.
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