
WELCOME TO THE BOX 
RIVER BENEFICE

WE WANT YOU TO FIND A HOME HERE



YOU ARE

A PRIEST

WHO IS:

• Self-motivated and committed to Pastoral Care

• A good communicator and listener who can inspire and lead others

• A prayerful teacher with a calling for God’s work

• Interested in offering a diverse ministry to a wide range of people 

and parishes

• Not a saint!

YOU 

WANT:

• To be Rector of a Benefice that needs you

• To play an active part in a welcoming and thriving community

• To be called to a rural ministry in an iconic part of Suffolk

• An exciting opportunity to lead and shape a developing Benefice

• To create a structure that works well and to promote a collaborate 

approach to God’s ministry
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WHAT WE CAN OFFER YOU

• Support for the Rector, their family and their ministry

• An attractive rural location in Gainsborough Country

• Sizeable, secluded Rectory at the heart of a village close to shops, CofE school, sports, pubs 

and a range of activities

• The possibility for wide and diverse ministry given flexible and adaptable church service 

schedule

• Huge opportunity to engage with families, the local school (recently Ofsted rated good with a 

successful church school inspection), youth groups and active local clubs and societies 

• A Joint Benefice Council which promotes cooperation whilst respecting the character of the 

individual parishes

• A Benefice working hard to meet its Parish Share commitments

• PCCs that are sufficiently endowed, with some funds targeted at building upkeep
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WE ARE:

St Mary, Boxford

St Mary the Virgin 

Edwardstone

St Bartholomew, 

Groton

St Lawrence, Little 

Waldingfield

All Saints, Newton

Who want you!

4GROWING IN GOD



BENEFICE TEAM

MINISTRY TEAM

(1)Rev James Ridge, Associate Priest 

(2)Maggie Cogan, Lay Minister

(3)Rev Diana Garfield, PTO

(4)David Ball, Lay Minister

“A wonderful array of personalities and preaching as 

well as personal support for congregations and the 

wider community.”

OTHER KEY SUPPORT

(5)Liz Potter, Benefice Administrator

(6)Nancy Roser, Organist

(7)Tom Cogan, Organist & Choirmaster

(8)Tom Bowen, Safeguarding Officer 5

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)
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COMMUNITY AND 
CONGREGATION 

SUPPORT

• Scouts and Brownies 

participate in special services

• Volunteers for flowers, 

cleaning, building and 

churchyard maintenance and 

church events

• Supportive Parish and 

Community Councils

• Committed PCCs

• Local musician concerts
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WHAT WE 
PARTICULARLY VALUE 

IN OUR CHURCHES AND 
WORSHIP
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Uplifting 

aspects 

Music as a path 

to faith 

Faith nourished 

by sharing it 

Guidance and 

strength 

Peace and 

reflection 

Christmas, 

Easter and 

other festivals 

Opportunity to 

think differently 

Ability to offer 

God our thanks 

& worries

Source: Box River Benefice Vision Days Report February 2023



OUR BENEFICE
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The Joint Council, comprising two members 

from each church, has done much to improve 

cooperation and promote a spirit of 

solidarity.  Joint issues are decided together, 

including service schedules. 

The service on the fifth Sunday of the month 

is rotated amongst the churches in the 

Benefice so that the whole Benefice can 

gather, share communion and build 

connections. There is interest in doing more 

Benefice-wide services and events.

Box River News, a free community magazine, 

includes Benefice news and church services 

and activities as well as a ministry column 

and is distributed monthly to Benefice and 

surrounding village households. 
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BENEFICE OPPORTUNITIES AND  CHALLENGES

Engaging with and attracting people to our PCCs

Continuing effective communication with each other and with our communities

Financial sustainability across all churches  

Increasing attendance, especially younger people and families

Getting volunteers to commit to supporting roles and run with new ideas

Widening the variety of services

Ensuring children (and their parents) know they are welcome

Keeping our churches open, welcoming and accessible

Continuing to be safe, inclusive and representative

Improving and streamlining structures to bring the benefice together
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
BENEFICE CALENDAR

Easter

Patronal Festivals

Pancake Races 
and Shrove 

Tuesday

Harvest Festivals

Pet service

Remembrance 
services

Christmas fairs

Carol services

Midnight mass 
Christmas eve

Benefice Palm 
Sunday 

procession 
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ACTIVITIES AROUND 
THE BENEFICE

Craft fairs

Wine & Cheese tastings

Christmas fairs
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Coffee mornings

Open gardens

Musical events

Flower festivals

Bellringing

Quiz nights

Food bank

Harvest lunches and dinners
11



WHAT WE’D LIKE FROM YOU

Vision on how a multi-
church benefice can 

operate more effectively

Strong commitment to 
pastoral care

Leader who can inspire

Flexible and adaptable 
to a widespread and 

diverse ministry

Able to manage time, be 
well organised and 

delegate

Strong interpersonal 
skills and ability to 

communicate effectively 
with patience, empathy 

and humour.
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ST MARY’S BOXFORD AT A 
GLANCE
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St Mary’s Boxford at a Glance
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St Mary the Virgin Edwardstone

At a Glance

Key strengths

•Christmas Eve 
Carol service

•Financially stable

•Lucrative annual 
Christmas Fair

•Rising service 
attendances

•Well supported 
one-off services

•Strong community 
involvement
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https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://farm6.static.flickr.com/5127/5226980101_e6bd9b0b57_b.jpg&imgrefurl=https://hiveminer.com/Tags/edwardstone,village&docid=ft51A_gE-R4LxM&tbnid=bPZiyFhdeDIvUM:&vet=12ahUKEwjPqdaf84TfAhUrL8AKHYITA2k4ZBAzKDQwNHoECAEQNQ..i&w=1024&h=640&bih=619&biw=1366&q=edwardstone%20church%20pictures&ved=2ahUKEwjPqdaf84TfAhUrL8AKHYITA2k4ZBAzKDQwNHoECAEQNQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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EXAMPLE OF BOX 

RIVER BENEFICE 

SERVICE 

SCHEDULE
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