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Thursday 30 March 2023

Pushchair Pitstop at St Edmund's Church, Felixstowe

Featured on BBC News online, you may have heard
about the bring and share scheme and how it has has
given away almost £750,000 in baby and children’s
clothes and equipment since it was launched just three
years ago.

The Revd Andrew Dotchin and his army of volunteers
set up the Pushchair Pitstop at St Edmund's Church in

Felixstowe just before lockdown in 2020 to help families through difficult times. Families
are invited to donate unwanted baby and children’s clothing when they attend - as well as
items such as buggies, highchairs, bottles, toys and bikes - and to take any items they
need themselves.

Andrew said: “We started the Pushchair Pitstop just before lockdown once a month so
parents can swap and share their children’s clothing... our vision was to create our own
church giveaway shop and since lockdown ended the pitstop has just got busier and
busier. I think we have given away almost £750,000 of kit over the last three years.”

To read more on this story, please visit our website here.

Celebrating the Coronation weekend
6 - 8 May 2023

This is an historic moment in the life of our nation and
an opportunity to bring communities together.  Building
on common themes of community, faith and service, it
will be a celebratory moment, and a chance to share an
invitational message about the Christian faith and show
the church as a dynamic Christian presence at the heart
of community life in 21st Century Britain.  To access the
resources please visit the website here. This page, along
with our own Coronation website page with local details
available here, will be updated regularly.

Church of England recorded webinar 'Celebrating the Coronation Weekend at
your church': to find out how your church can get involved, click here.

https://us2.campaign-archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=c52dd45d5732d5bd4c5aa7748&id=d2fed7169c
https://www.cofesuffolk.org/pushchair-pitstop-donates-almost-750000-in-childrens-clothing.php
https://www.churchofengland.org/coronation
http://www.cofesuffolk.org/exploring-faith/in-our-communities/the-kings-coronation/the-kings-coronation.php
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Coronation Bunting for St Nicholas Hospice: St Nicholas Hospice Care is asking
crafters to knit or crochet bunting which will be used to decorate their stores in Haverhill
and St John’s Street in Bury St Edmunds, as well as the Hospice building in Hardwick Lane,
Bury St Edmunds. This is being done in celebration of the upcoming coronation. Bunting
can be of any size and colour, and we encourage people to be as creative as they can. 
Bunting can be dropped off at any of their shops and at the Hospice building in Hardwick
Lane. Bunting can also be posted to: The Spiritual Care and Chaplaincy Team, St Nicholas
Hospice Care, Hardwick Lane, Bury St Edmunds IP33 2QY. To ensure the displays can be
up in plenty of time before the coronation, they need bunting to be with them before
Friday 21 April.

Thank you from Mothers’ Union                                                            
A big thank you to everyone who supported the Mothers’ Union Make a Mother’s Day by
purchasing a virtual gift. Over £70,000 has been raised through the 2023 Mothering
Sunday virtual gifts. The theme for these gifts this year was gifts of perseverance, which
aims to empower women around the world through a range of projects and outreach
programmes which transform their lives.

Vocations Sunday

We believe all are called to serve God according to their given gifts, talents and context.
Every Christian has a vocation, and it is the task of all those serving in ministry to help
identify and nurture the gifts and callings of every member of the Church.  The next
Vocations Sunday is on Sunday 30 April 2023. It is a wonderful time to encourage
individuals to consider what God might be calling them to. Please find a few resources and
events to help you:

Firstly, our very own Vocations Padlet available on our website here.

The Great Vocations Conversation seeks to encourage vocations across
the whole of the Church of England. This guide offers 12 monthly
encouragements to anyone who wants to take the challenge, covering
topics such as seeing as God sees, passing on the baton, taking risks,
and getting it wrong.

Vocations Fair 2023
Saturday 29 April, 10.00am - 1.00pm
St Edmundsbury Cathedral, Bury St Edmunds IP33 1LS

Come and visit the many stalls representing our ministries for an informal chat to find the
right ministry for you: Chaplaincy, Children's and Families, Church Army, Elders, Pioneers,
Evangelists, Lightwave Leaders, Mothers' Union, Ordained ministers, PCC Officers,
Readers, Recognised Local Leaders, School Foundation Governors, Spiritual Directors and
Youth Ministers. For more information please contact the Revd Stuart Batten.  Download
this poster to advertise in your church. 

SHAPE
Wednesdays starting 10 May 2023, 7.00pm - 8.30pm. By Zoom

https://www.cofesuffolk.org/deepening-faith/training-for-ministry/vocations-resource-padlet/
mailto:stuart.batten@cofesuffolk.org
https://mcusercontent.com/c52dd45d5732d5bd4c5aa7748/files/6017efb5-5c1c-7615-30a1-07664d97ffb3/vocations_poster_v3.pdf
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This online six-session course will look at our God-given gifts and
skills, talents and experience and discover how God may be calling
you into different forms of ministry.   Your SHAPE for God’s Service
aims to enable church members to understand the unique SHAPE
God has made them, the gifts he has given them and how he might

want to use them. Hopefully this will enable participants to live and serve with more joy,
satisfaction and fruitfulness. The core topics look at your: Spiritual Gifts, Heart’s
Desire, Abilities, Personality and Experience. For more information and to book please visit:
2023_SHAPE.eventbrite.co.uk.  Download this poster to advertise in your church.
 

Events

Good Friday Walk of Witness and Children's Trail
Friday 7 April, 10.00am
Holy Innocents' Church, Great Barton IP31 2QS

Join Holy Innocents' Church and Freedom Church, Great Barton for a 'Walk of Witness'. 
The walk will be from Holy Innocents' to Freedom Church, or you can join at any area of
the walk. During the walk there will be eight Stations of the Cross, depicting Christ's
journey. At each station there will be activities for children and reflections for older folk. If
you would like lunch please click here to book.

Suffolk Wildlife Trust - Churchyard Management
Wednesday 19 April, 7.00pm - 8.30pm

Suffolk Wildlife Trust's conservation advisers Cathy Smith and Graham Hart will reveal
some of the many hidden gems you might find in churchyards and how to optimise the
habitat for wildlife, whilst supporting its value for the wider community.  Sign up here.

Church solar panels
19 April, 4.00pm - 5.00pm Book here
20 June, 4.00pm - 5.00pm  Book here
 
This webinar will give you an introduction to solar PV panel technology, its applications,
usage and on-going benefits that accrue to system owners. This webinar is a full update of
the same webinar last run two years ago. The key speaker is Guy Hewitt from Treadlighter,
who has 13 years' experience of designing and installing solar PV systems across all
property types, including many projects for churches and listed buildings.

Godly Play Taster Day
Thursday 20 April, 10.00am – 4.00pm
St Edmundsbury Cathedral, Bury St Edmunds IP31 1LS
 
An introduction to Godly Play – discover how Godly Play could be used in your church and
community.

https://2023_shape.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://mcusercontent.com/c52dd45d5732d5bd4c5aa7748/files/d0c9333d-cfd0-1c99-84c4-09032f391478/SHAPE_course_poster_1_.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/good-friday-walk-of-witness-tickets-566522894227?fbclid=IwAR0swI2G-IzTepkMbheqepr7fDGuOEcm_FMjL37pu9kvLjexzLcd0hmXOcE
https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/events/2023-04-19-wildlife-live-webinar-churchyard-wildlife
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchurchofengland.us2.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45%26id%3De170698f52%26e%3D0cd4740dd2&data=05%7C01%7CLeonie.Ryle%40cofesuffolk.org%7C2a2a8078a6dd4e4ff17208db1a3793bc%7C64990a9c67994442988fcb8b9e9dbb7f%7C0%7C0%7C638132598225505601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FMUjUQue6CUEmnFfLKBlBwgKsoe2MvHPqKcFVi6vjKg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchurchofengland.us2.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45%26id%3D05179463fa%26e%3D0cd4740dd2&data=05%7C01%7CLeonie.Ryle%40cofesuffolk.org%7C2a2a8078a6dd4e4ff17208db1a3793bc%7C64990a9c67994442988fcb8b9e9dbb7f%7C0%7C0%7C638132598225505601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qtCd32YwhoWyDgIICa%2BzWI%2B7qxwwdIGEcS2X1FlgjxE%3D&reserved=0
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Come along to this Taster Day to explore the subject of spirituality as well as stories from
the Old and New Testaments and experience a full Godly Play session.  Find out what
resources and support are available.  Book here.

Her bleeding stopped...
Saturday 29 April 9.30am – 12.30pm
Salvation Army Stowmarket, Violet Hill Road, Stowmarket IP14 1NE
 
We invite women clergy and women LLMs to join our guest speaker, the Revd Dr Julie
Gittoes who will be delivering a presentation based on her own paper entitled 'Her
bleeding stopped: the embodied borderland of the menopause'. This will be followed by Q
and A and discussion, plus a short presentation from a Suffolk GP again followed by Q and
A.  "The focus of this short paper is to explore the embodied borderlands of the
menopause, with a focus on the woman whose constant bleeding stopped. It’s a
borderland of life and mortality, generatively and barrenness, flows of blood and of power.
So I want to talk about the M-word before focusing on one woman’s story; we’ll look at a
some commentaries - and the theological space it opens up around bodies, before ending
with a coda on the ecclesial body." To book and for more information, please visit
Eventbrite here.

Exploring the Old Testament
Seven Wednesdays starting from 3 May, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Earl Stonham Village Hall, Forward Green IP14 5HJ

In this short course, Hugh Williamson will try to open our eyes and engage with all the
different types of material in the Old Testament, very much with an eye on how we can
apply it in our own times in both church and society. Open to all, free of charge, it is
commended to those who are seeking Permission to Preach, Lay Elders and LLMs, and
anyone else who wants a fresh perspective on the Old Testament.  This module is required
for those on the Auxiliary Ordination Pathway, unless exempted through prior learning. To
sign up, please click here.

Suffolk Saints Pilgrimages
8-10 May 2023, 3-7 July 2023

Two Suffolk Saints Pilgrimage opportunities are planned for this summer! The team at the
Cathedral have been working on two routes across our beautiful county to link three of
'our' saints: Felix, Botolph and Edmund. A three-day pilgrimage from 8-10 May, and a five-
day pilgrimage from 3-7 July, both ending at the Cathedral and the site of

the former Abbey of St Edmund, building on the 1000th anniversary celebrations last year.
For more details, please contact Canon Philip Banks on philip.banks@cofesuffolk.org. 

Save the Dates:

Farewell and Thanksgiving Service: For Archdeacon Jeanette as she retires from the
Archdeaconry of Suffolk. Sunday 23 April at Framlingham Parish Church, Church Street,
Framlingham IP13 9BH. Starting at 3.00pm. Everyone is welcome.

The Big Suffolk Prayer Walk 2023
19-21 May  All are welcome and we'll be sharing more information about ways you can get

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/godly-play-taster-day-tickets-575856039917?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fher-bleeding-stopped-tickets-590455988757&data=05%7C01%7CLauren.Bridgwater%40cofesuffolk.org%7C354cfe5d94254de86dbb08db2bb5abf3%7C64990a9c67994442988fcb8b9e9dbb7f%7C0%7C0%7C638151831484183235%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CedAAp7bU1i5NGAiggVnjrghjIkKvhl01KzkUgMNudw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/exploring-the-old-testament-tickets-592789097147
mailto:philip.banks@cofesuffolk.org


3/30/23, 3:39 PM Your weekly line-up of news from across the diocese

https://us2.campaign-archive.com/?e=__test_email__&u=c52dd45d5732d5bd4c5aa7748&id=d2fed7169c 5/6

involved very soon.

Improving your Parish Finances conference - building a generous church
10 June. Please download this poster here to share in your parish.  

Notices

Friday 31 March - deadline for Statistics for Mission: Thank you to those that have
completed their Statistics for Mission.  Tomorrow is the last day for submissions, so if you
haven't done so yet, please do complete your Statistics for Mission now!  Returns are
submitted on the Online Parish Returns System, if you require login details or any other
assistance regarding the online portal, please contact Alison Barker by email.    Further
information is available on our website here.

Parish Buying have asked us to encourage parishes who are in the Energy Basket to return
their Letters of Authority by the 30 April 2023 deadline. For more information please click
here (including live chat) or contact Energy enquiries by
emailing energy@parishbuying.org.uk or telephoning: 0800 368 0887.  
 
HMRC online Gift Aid Portal: HMRC is aware that some charities are having difficulty
accessing their online portal for submitting Gift Aid claims.  If your charity is in this position
and the time limit for making your claim is 31 March, HMRC has asked you to get in touch,
using the link below, to explain that there is a claim that you are unable to submit before it
falls out of time.  Your position will then be protected by a note of intention to file being
placed on your charity's record. https://online.hmrc.gov.uk/shortforms/form/CHYCASC

Vacancies

House for Duty Priest in Charge | The Wrentham Benefice | Closing date: 17 April
Vicar | Kesgrave with Little Bealings and Playford | Closing date: 17 April
Chapter Member | St Edmundsbury Cathedral | Closing date: 18 April
Vicar | Needham Market with Badley | Closing date: 24 April
Rector | Benefice of Rattlesden, Brettenham, Hitcham and Thorpe Morieux | Closing date:
25 April
Rector | Orwell and Deben | Closing date: 25 April
Rector | Claydon and Barham, Great Blakenham and Henley | Closing date: 26 May
Priest 0.5 | Exning w Landwade/Assistant Curate (in charge) of Exning St Agnes  | Closing
date: 5 June
Rector | Benefice of Haughley, Wetherden and Stowupland | Closing date: 13 June
Cook/Chef | St Edmundsbury Cathedral 
Perspectives Ipswich's Centre Co-ordinator | for further information please
email perspectivesipswich.plss@gmail.com or call 07443 537541.
Diocesan Treasurer | Mother's Union

https://mcusercontent.com/c52dd45d5732d5bd4c5aa7748/images/6e585399-7209-37dd-d8c1-e5d8c7260204.jpg
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mailto:alison.barker@cofesuffolk.org
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